


Remembering the Faithful 

Lesson 1: Introduction to 

Christian Biography

(Hebrews 13:7-8)



I. Remembering the Faithful

A faithful cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 12:1) from the past 

still speaks in the present to followers of Jesus, the One 

who is the same yesterday, today, and forever (13:7). The 

purpose of this class is to remember, consider, and imitate 

the Christ-centered lives and faith (13:6) of those of whom 

the world was not worthy (11:38). 





"Her full nature… spent itself in channels which had no 

great name on the earth. But the effect of her being on 

those around her was incalculably diffusive: for the 

growing good of the world is partly dependent on 

unhistoric acts; and that things are not so ill with you and 

me as they might have been, is half owing to the number 

who lived faithfully a hidden life, and rest in unvisited 

tombs." 

-George Eliot, Middlemarch, 785.



Roark Rules of Interpretation

1. Words have meanings. 

2. Context is King.

3. Scripture interprets Scripture.

4. Look for the glory and grace of Jesus.



II. Introduction to Hebrews

§ Hebrews is a “word of exhortation” (13:22)

§ The recipients of this letter were in danger of drifting 
back into the bondage of Judaism (2:1-3)

“Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what 

we have heard, lest we drift away from it.” (2:1)



II. Introduction to Hebrews

§ The writer of Hebrews argues that Jesus is better!

Jesus is a superior and final Word from God (1:1-4)
Jesus is superior to angels (1:5-2:18)
Jesus is superior to Moses (3:1-6)
Jesus is a superior High Priest (4:14-5:10)
Jesus is superior to the Aaronic priesthood (7:1-28)
Jesus is a mediator of a superior covenant (8:1-13)
Jesus is a superior sacrifice (10:1-18)



II. Introduction to Hebrews

§ The positive and negative examples recorded in 
Scripture are one means that the Lord has ordained to 
help us to persevere in the faith until the end. 

§ We learn from the negative examples recorded in 
Scripture (ex. the faithless “wilderness generation” in 
3:7-19)

§ We learn from the positive examples recorded in 
Scripture (ex. the “Hall of Faith” in Hebrews 11) 



III. The Hall of Faith and the Founder of our Faith 

Christians are ‘surrounded by… a great cloud of witnesses’ to 

whom we can look back for encouragement.



11:32-38: “And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to 

tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel 

and the prophets— 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, 

enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of 

lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the 

sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in 

war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received back their 

dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept 

release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 



36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and 

imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, 

they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of 

sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38 of whom 

the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and 

mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.”



12:1-4: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so 

closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 

looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the 

joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him 

who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you 

may not grow weary or fainthearted. 4 In your struggle against sin you 

have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.”



Application

1. Considering the faithful cloud of witnesses is 

intended to help us to consider Jesus, the 

Author of our faith. The best saints are still 

sinners. But we can still learn from them. 

Their faith and their faults magnify the 

faultless Finisher of our faith. 



IV. Remember, Consider, and Imitate

“7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you 

the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way 

of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday and today and forever.” 

(Hebrews 13:7-8)



IV. Remember, Consider, and Imitate

1. Remember: “… your leaders.” 

The leaders (cf. 13:17, 24) are “those who spoke to you 
the word of God.”



IV. Remember, Consider, and Imitate

2. Consider: “… the outcome of their way of life.”

We are commanded to consider or to “fix our eyes” 
on the faithful leaders of the past just like we are 
commanded to “consider” or “fix our eyes” on Jesus 
(12:3). The whole course of their lives, from start to 
finish, now lies before us to review.



IV. Remember, Consider, and Imitate

3. Imitate: “… and imitate their faith.”

John Owen: “These guides are to be remembered, 

their faith followed, and the end of their conversation 

considered by repeated contemplation.”



IV. Remember, Consider, and Imitate

Jesus Christ: “… is the same yesterday and today and forever.”

We may imitate the faith of the faithful from generations past 

because they trusted in Jesus Christ who never changes. 



Application

1. Brothers and sisters: read Christian biography! 

2. Consider two examples of those who lived 

faithfully, quiet, and hidden lives in the Lord.





“The simple annals of a country pastor’s daily life are uniform and 

uneventful, and afford little scope for the biographer’s pencil. A calm 

routine of lowly, though sacred duties, a constant unvaried ministry of love, 

flowing on in a quiet stream, garnering no attention, known alone to the 

lowly homes it visits on its way, and the flowers and the fields it waters. The 

young pastor of Dun was no exception to this. He preached the Word. He 

dispensed the sacred Supper. He warned the careless. He comforted the 

sorrowing. He baptized little children. He blessed the union of young and 

loving hearts. He visited the sick and the dying. He buried the dead. He 

pressed the hand, and whispered words of peace into the ear of mourners. 



He carried to the poor widow and friendless orphan the charity of the 

Church and his own. He slipt in softly into some happy home and gently 

broke the sad news of the sudden disaster far away. He lifted up the fallen 

one from the ground. And he pointed to the Friend of sinners. These 

things and such as these, he did in that little home-walk for twenty 

successive years day by day. But that was all. There is much here for the 

records of heaven, but nothing, or next to nothing, for the noisy annals of 

time. Such as the work was, however, he did it, as all who knew him 

witnessed, faithfully and well, with a calm, serious, conscientious, cheerful, 

loving diligence that was the fruit of faith and prayer. Always at his work, 

and always happy in it, and desiring nothing better or higher on earth.”





“She was an affectionate 

companion and tender mother, 

though she is dead, she still lives, 

and is fondly cherished in the 

recollection of surviving relations. 

For many years she was a devoted 

follower of the Lamb and closed 

her mortal career full prospect of a 

glorious resurrection from the dead 

and those endless pleasures at 

God’s right hand.”



“7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you 

the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way 

of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday and today and forever.” 

(Hebrews 13:7-8)






