


Remembering the Faithful 

Lesson 2: 

Athanasius of Alexandria

(Colossians 1:15-20)



I. Remembering the Faithful

A faithful cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 12:1) from the past 

still speaks in the present to followers of Jesus, the One 

who is the same yesterday, today, and forever (13:7). The 

purpose of this class is to remember, consider, and imitate 

the Christ-centered lives and faith (13:6) of those of whom 

the world was not worthy (11:38). 



II. The Deity of the Beloved Son 

§ The Apostle Paul’s purpose for writing the letter to the 

Colossians is given in 2:6-7: 

”Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, 

so walk in him, 7 rooted and built up in him and 

established in the faith, just as you were taught, 

abounding in thanksgiving.”



Roark Rules of Interpretation

1. Words have meanings. 

2. Context is King.

3. Scripture interprets Scripture.

4. Look for the glory and grace of Jesus.



15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible 

and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—

all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before 

all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head 

of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the 

dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all 

the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 

peace by the blood of his cross. 



III. Remember Your Leaders

§ Born in 298, served as bishop of Alexandria for 45 years

§ Athanasius’ single-minded love for Jesus Christ expressed 

itself in a lifelong battle to explain and defend Christ’s deity 

and to worship Christ as Lord and God. 

(ie. ‘Athanasius contra mundum’)

§ The most famous book he ever wrote is his classic work, 

‘On the Incarnation of the Word of God.” 





“Such and so many are the Savior’s achievements that 

follow from His Incarnation, that to try to number them is 

like gazing at the open sea and trying to count the 

waves. For, indeed everything about it is marvelous, and 

wherever a man turns his gaze he sees the deity of the 

Word and is smitten with awe.”

-Athanasius, On the Incarnation, 93.



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ We know little of his early life

§ Grew up in Alexandria, Egypt, discipled by Alexander

§ Athanasius spent over 17 years in his five (!) exiles writing 

works demonstrating the deity of Christ from Scripture. 

§ In his Easter letter of 367, Athanasius was the first person 

to list the 27 books of the New Testament canon

§ He died on May 2, 373, at the age of seventy-five



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ The war was sparked in 319. A deacon in Alexandria 

named Arius, who had been born in 256 in Libya, 

presented a letter to Bishop Alexander arguing that if the 

Son of God were truly a Son, he must have had a 

beginning. Arius taught that there must have been a time, 

when the Son did not exist.



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ In 321 a synod was convened in Alexandria, and Arius was 

deposed from his office and his views declared heresy. 

Athanasius at age 23 (!) wrote the deposition for Alexander, 

the bishop of Alexandria. 

§ Athanasius continued to use his pen to to declare the 

glories of the incarnate Son of God for the next 52 years



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ At the Council of Nicaea (325), the fight centered on two 

non-biblical words:

ὁμοούσιον vs. ὁμοιούσιον

same substance vs. similar substance



We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of all things 

visible and invisible; and in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 

the only-begotten of his Father, of the substance of the Father, God 

of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

being of one substance (ὁμοούσιον) with the Father, by whom all 

things were made, both which be in heaven and in earth, who for us 

men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate and was made man. He suffered and the third day he rose 

again, and ascended into heaven. And he shall come again to judge 

both the quick and the dead. And we believe in the Holy Ghost. 



And whosoever shall say that 

there was a time when the Son of God was not 

or that before he was begotten he was not, 

or that he was made of things that were not, 

or that he is of a different substance or essence from the Father 

or that he is a creature, 

or subject to change or conversion—

all that so say, the catholic and apostolic church anathematizes them.



V. Imitate Their Faith

1. Marvel at the glory of the eternal Word made flesh.



V. Imitate Their Faith

1. Marvel at the glory of the eternal Word made flesh.

2. Meditate on the glory of the Word made flesh in the Word.



V. Imitate Their Faith

1. Marvel at the glory of the eternal Word made flesh.

2. Meditate on the glory of the Word made flesh in the Word.

3. Defending and explaining doctrine is for the sake of the 

gospel and our everlasting joy.



“Let us be courageous and rejoice always. Let us consider in our 

soul that the Lord is with us. Let us consider and lay to heart that 

while the Lord is with us, our foes can do us no hurt. If they see us 

rejoicing in the Lord, contemplating the bliss of the future, mindful 

of the Lord, deeming all things in His hand—when they behold the 

soul fortified with these thoughts—they are discomfited and turned 

back.”

-Athanasius of Alexandria, “Life of Antony,” (NPNF, 4: 207)



"Man sinned, and is fallen, and by his fall all things are in confusion: 

death prevailed from Adam to Moses (Rom. 5:14), the earth was 

cursed, Hades was opened, Paradise shut, Heaven offended, man, 

lastly, corrupted (Ps. 49:12), while the devil was exulting against 

us;—then God, in His lovingkindness, not willing man made in His 

own image to perish, said, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go?’ 

(Isa. 6:8). But while all held their peace, the Son said, ‘Here am I, 

send Me,’ that the Word Himself might be made Flesh, and by 

taking the Flesh, restore it wholly. For to Him, as to a physician, man 

‘was delivered’ to heal the bite of the serpent…”



“… As to life, to raise what was dead; as to light, to illumine the 

darkness; and, because He was Word, to renew the rational nature 

(Rom. 12:1-2). Since then all things were delivered to Him, and He is 

made Man, straightway all things were set right and perfected. 

Earth receives blessing instead of a curse, Paradise was opened to 

the robber, Hades cowered, the tombs were opened and the dead 

raised, the gates of Heaven were lifted up to await the King of glory 

(Ps. 24:7)."

-Athanasius, “On Luke 10:22 (Matt. 11:27),” NPNF, 4: 87–88.






