


Remembering the Faithful 

Lesson 3: 

Augustine of Hippo

(Romans 13:11-14)



Remembering the Faithful

A faithful cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 12:1) from the past still 

speaks in the present to followers of Jesus, the One who is the 

same yesterday, today, and forever (13:7). The purpose of this class 

is to remember, consider, and imitate the Christ-centered lives and 

faith (13:6) of those of whom the world was not worthy (11:38). 



I. Introduction





“What, then, is the God I worship? He can be none but the Lord God 

Himself, for who but the Lord is God? What other refuge can there 

be, except our God? You, my God, are supreme, utmost in goodness, 

mightiest and all-powerful, most merciful and most just. You are the 

most hidden from us and yet the most present amongst us, the most 

beautiful and yet the most strong, ever enduring and yet we cannot 

comprehend You. You are unchangeable and yet You change all 

things. You are never new, never old, and yet all things have new life 

from You. You are the unseen power that brings decline upon the 

proud. You are ever active, yet always at rest…



...You gather all things to yourself, though You suffer no need. You 

support, You fill, and You protect all things. You create them, nourish 

them, and bring them to perfection. You seek to make them Your 

own, though You lack for nothing. You love Your creatures, but with a 

gentle love. You treasure them, but without apprehension. You grieve 

for wrong, but suffer no pain. You can be angry and yet serene. Your 

works are varied, but Your purpose is one and the same. You welcome 

all who come to You, though You never lost them. You are never in 

need yet are glad to gain, never covetous yet You exact a return for 

Your gifts…



…We give abundantly to You so that we may deserve a reward; yet 

which of us has anything that does not come from You? You repay us 

what we deserve, and yet You owe nothing to any. You release us 

from our debts, but You lose nothing thereby. You are my God, my 

Life, my holy Delight, but is this enough to say of You? Can any man 

say enough when He speaks of you? Yet woe befall those who are 

silent about You! For even those who are most gifted with speech 

cannot find words to describe You.”1 (Confessions, 1.4)



Roark Rules of Interpretation

1. Words have meanings. 

2. Context is King.

3. Scripture interprets Scripture.

4. Look for the glory and grace of Jesus.



II. Put on the Lord Jesus Christ

11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you 

to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when 

we first believed. 12 The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So 

then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 

light. 13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and 

drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in 

quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

(Romans 13:11-14)



III. Remember Your Leaders

§ Augustine is one of the most influential figures in the history 

of Christianity.

§ He is the theologian in the Western church.

§ "Augustine of Hippo is one of the central pillars on which our 

entire Western civilization is built.”2

§ Augustine’s divided legacy dramatically shapes both 

Protestants and Roman Catholics even today



III. Remember Your Leaders

§ Augustine wrote over 5 million words in his published works. 

(113 books, 200 letters, 500 sermons have survived)

§ Peter Brown: “The study of Augustine is endless.”3

§ Confessions, On the Trinity, and The City of God are his 

most notable works. 

§ At the end of his life, he also wrote a volume entitled 

Retractions or Revisions.



“The verse, ‘With much speaking you will not escape sin’ (Proverbs 

10:19), terrifies me a great deal. This is not because I have written 

much. Rather, I fear that passage of holy Scripture because from the 

vast number of my writings many things can doubtless be gleaned 

that, if not false, might at least seem to be unnecessary. Which of his 

faithful did Christ not terrify when he said, 'For every idle word 

whatsoever that a person speaks he shall give a reckoning on the day 

of judgment’ (Matt. 12:36)? James, his apostle, also says, ‘Let each 

person be quick to listen but slow to speak (James 1:19)…



…and in another passage he says, ‘Let not many of you become 

teachers, my brothers, knowing that you are incurring a more severe 

judgment. For all of us cause offense in many things. If someone does 

not offend in word, he is a perfect man.’ (James 3:1-2) Not even now 

do I claim this perfection for myself, although I am already an old 

man. How much less when as a young man I began to write and 

speak to the people! To such a degree was it my responsibility to 

have to speak to the people wherever I was, that I was very rarely 

allowed to be quiet and to listen to others and to be quick to listen 

but slow to speak.”4





III. Remember Your Leaders

§ Confessions is a spiritual autobiography written entirely as a 

prayer to God

§ “Thou hast made us for Thyself, and our hearts are restless, 

until they find their rest in Thee.” (Confessions, 1.1.1)

§ “Grant what You command, and command what You will.” 

(Confessions, 10.29.40)



III. Remember Your Leaders

§ “In every page of the Scriptures, while I pursue my search as 

a son of Adam in the sweat of my brow, Christ either openly 

or covertly meets and refreshes me. Where the discovery is 

laborious my ardor is increased, and the spoil obtained is 

eagerly devoured, and is hidden in my heart for my 

nourishment.”5



“The Word of the Father, by Whom all time was created, was made 

flesh and was born in time for us. The Maker of man became Man that 

He, Ruler of the stars, might be nourished at His mother’s breast; that 

He, the Bread, might hunger; that He, the Fountain, might thirst; that 

He, the Light, might sleep; that He, the Way, might be wearied by the 

journey; that He, the Truth, might be accused by false witnesses; that 

He, the Judge of the living and the dead, might be brought to trial by 

a mortal judge; that He, Justice, might be condemned by the unjust; 

that He, the Foundation, might be suspended upon a cross; that 

Healer might be wounded; that Life might die.”6



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ Aurelius Augustine was born in Thagaste in North Africa in 

354, the son of a pagan father and a Christian mother, 

Monica. At age 16, he went to Carthage to study law but 

became deeply interested in philosophy and rhetoric. 

§ He converted to the Manichean religion and founded a 

school of rhetoric in 383. He moved to Milan to be a 

professor and came under the influence of Neoplatonism.





IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ While in Milan, Augustine heard the preaching ministry of 

Ambrose, one of the most gifted pastors of his age.

§ After an agonizing intellectual, philosophical, and spiritual 

struggle, he repented and believed in Jesus (“Tolle lege! 

Tolle lege!”). 



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ He was baptized as a believer in 387. 

§ He was ordained in 391 and began preaching, which he 

would do for 39 years. In 396, he was chosen as bishop of 

Hippo, where he served as pastor for 34 years.

§ His writings against Pelagius in his final years were hugely 

influential both in his lifetime and later in the Reformation. 

§ He died in 430 as invading Vandals were besieging Hippo.



V. Imitate Their Faith

1. Marvel at the Miracle of God’s Sovereign Saving Grace.



V. Imitate Their Faith

1. Marvel at the Miracle of God’s Sovereign Saving Grace.

§ "With Your Word You pierced my heart, and I loved 
You.” (Confessions, 10.6.8) 

§ “You called, You cried, You shattered my deafness, You 
sparkled, You blazed, You drove away my blindness, You 
shed Your fragrance, and I drew in my breath, and I pant 
for You.” (Confessions, 10.27.38)



V. Imitate Their Faith

2. Faithfully Pray for Sinners and Faithfully Love Sinners.

§ “Your omnipotence is never far from us, even when we are 

far from You.” (Confessions, 2.2.3)



V. Imitate Their Faith

2. Faithfully Pray for Sinners and Faithfully Love Sinners.

§ God uses forgiven sinners to bring unforgiven sinners to 

Himself. (cf. 1 Timothy 1:15-16)



V. Imitate Their Faith

God uses forgiven sinners to bring unforgiven sinners to Himself. 

§ A Praying Mother (Monica)

“Inspire those of them who read this book to remember 

Monica, Thy servant.” (Confessions, 9.13.37)



V. Imitate Their Faith

God uses forgiven sinners to bring unforgiven sinners to Himself. 

§ A Kind Pastor (Ambrose): 

He was “a man who showed me kindness.” (Confessions, 

5.13.23) 



“He told me how glad he was that I had come to see 

him. My heart warmed to him, not at first as a teacher 

of the truth, but simply as a man who was kind to me... 

That man of God received me like a father... Unknown 

to me, it was You, LORD, who led me to him, so that I 

might be led by him to You.” (Confessions, 5.13.23)



V. Imitate Their Faith

3. Look to and long for the infinite and soul-satisfying love 

that is only found in the lovely triune God, who is love. 



"Whatever God promises you, none of it is worth anything apart from God 

Himself. Most certainly, God would never satisfy me, unless He promised me 

God Himself. What’s the whole earth, what’s the whole sea, what’s the whole sky 

worth? What are all the stars, the sun, the moon? What’s the host of angels 

worth? It’s the Creator of all these that I am thirsting for; I’m hungry for Him, 

thirsty for Him, it’s to Him I say, 'with You is the fountain of life (Ps 36:9).' And He 

says to me, 'I am the bread who came down from heaven (Jn 6:41).' May I 

hunger and thirst for this in my exile, on my journey, so that I may take my fill of 

it when I arrive in His presence. The world smiles on us with many things, things 

of beauty, power, variety; more beautiful is the One who made them, mightier 

and more brilliant the One who made them, more delightful, more delicious the 

One who made them. I will be satisfied when His glory is revealed (Ps 17:15)."7



“You have made us for Yourself, and our hearts are 

restless, until they find their rest in You.” 

(Confessions, 1.1.1)
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