


Remembering the Faithful 

Lesson 8: 

George Müller

(Psalm 68:4-5)



Remembering the Faithful

A faithful cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 12:1) from the past still 

speaks in the present to followers of Jesus, the One who is the 

same yesterday, today, and forever (13:7). The purpose of this class 

is to remember, consider, and imitate the Christ-centered lives and 

faith (13:6) of those of whom the world was not worthy (11:38). 



I. Introduction

(1805 - 1898)



“The last portion of Scripture which I read to my precious 

wife was this: “The Lord God is a sun and shield, the Lord will 

give grace and glory, no good thing will He withhold from 

them that walk uprightly.” Now, if we have believed in the 

Lord Jesus Christ, we have received grace, we are partakers 

of grace, and to all such He will give glory also. I said to 

myself, with regard to the latter part, “No good thing will He 

withhold from them that walk uprightly”—I am in myself a 

poor worthless sinner, but I have been saved by the blood of 

Christ; and I do not live in sin, I walk uprightly before God…



…Therefore, if it is really good for me my darling wife will be 

raised up again; sick as she is, God will restore her again. 

But if she is not restored again, then it would not be a good 

thing for me. And so my heart was at rest. I was satisfied 

with God. And all this springs, as I have often before said, 

from taking God at His word, believing what He says.” 

(Jehovah Magnified, 80-81)



Roark Rules of Interpretation

1. Words have meanings. 

2. Context is King.

3. Scripture interprets Scripture.

4. Look for the glory and grace of Jesus.



II. The LORD is the Father of the Fatherless

“Sing to God, sing praises to His name; lift up a song to Him 

who rides through the deserts; His name is the LORD; exult 

before Him! 5 Father of the fatherless and protector of 

widows is God in His holy habitation.” (Psalm 68:4-5)

”Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is 

this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to 

keep oneself unstained from the world.” (James 1:27)



III. Remember Your Leaders

§ Pastor George Müller was born in Germany in 1805. He 

spent most of his life in Bristol, England, where he pastored 

the same church for 66 years, preaching three times a week 

from 1830-1898, at least 10,000 times!

§ When he was 28, he founded The Scripture Knowledge 

Institute for Home and Abroad in 1834, with an aim of caring 

for orphans in England. 



III. Remember Your Leaders

§ In his lifetime of ministry, he prayed in millions of dollars, 

built 5 orphan houses, and cared for 10,024 orphans.

§ He did follow up work for D. L. Moody, preached for Charles 

Spurgeon, and inspired the missionary faith of Hudson 

Taylor.

§ He is perhaps most well known for being a devoted man of 

prayer and for his devoted care for orphans. 



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ Müller grew up in an unbelieving home and was, by his 

own admission, a flagrant liar and thief. 

§ His mother died when he was 14, and he records no 

impact that this loss had on him except that while she was 

dying he was roving the streets with his friends half-

intoxicated. 



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ He went on living a sinful life, and then found himself in 

prison for stealing when he was 16 years old. 

§ His father paid to get him out, beat him, and took him to 

live in another town. 

§ Müller used his academic skills to make money by tutoring 

in Latin, French, and mathematics. 



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ Finally his father sent him to the University of Halle to study 

divinity and prepare for the ministry because that would be 

a good living! 

§ Neither he nor George had any spiritual aspirations. 

§ Of the 900 divinity students in Halle, Müller later estimated 

that maybe nine feared the Lord. 



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ In 1825, when Müller was 20 years old, he was invited to a 

Bible study and, by the grace of God, felt the desire to go. 

§ “It was to me as if I had found something after which I had 

been seeking all my life long. I immediately wished to go.” 

(1: 11) 

§ They read the Bible, sang, prayed, and read a printed 

sermon. 



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ “The whole made a deep impression on me. I was happy; 

though, if I had been asked, why I was happy I could not 

have clearly explained it. I have not the least doubt, that 

on that evening, God began a saving work of grace in me. 

That evening was the turning point in my life.” (1: 17)



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ He came to England in the hope of being a missionary with 

the London Missionary Society. 

§ He became sick and in the summer of 1829 he went for 

recovery to a town called Teignmouth.

§ Praise God for providential sickness!



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ He attended chapel services and heard an unnamed 

preacher who taught him the doctrines of grace.

§ Müller often refers to this experience as another major 

turning point in his life and ministry.

§ “Through the instrumentality of this brother the Lord 

bestowed a great blessing upon me, for which I shall have 

cause to thank him throughout eternity.” (1: 45)



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ After being called to pastor a Baptist church in Bristol, he 

founded The Scripture Knowledge Institute for Home and 

Abroad in 1834, when he was 28 years old. 

§ The primary aim of the establishment of orphan houses 

was NOT ultimately the care of orphans in England, but 

rather to strengthen the faith of the church by simply 

taking God at His Word and believing His promises. 



"The three chief reasons for establishing an Orphan-House are: 

1. That God may be glorified, should He be pleased to furnish 

me with the means, in its being seen that it is not a vain 

thing to trust in Him; and that thus the faith of His children 

may be strengthened. 

2. The spiritual welfare of fatherless and motherless children. 

3. Their temporal welfare.” (1: 103)



“The first and primary object of the work was, (and still 

is:)—that God might be magnified by the fact, that the 

orphans under my care are provided with all they need 

only by prayer and faith, without any one being asked by 

me or my fellow-labourers, whereby it may be seen, that 

God is FAITHFUL STILL, and HEARS PRAYER STILL.” 

(1: 146)



“After she was gone, I asked the Lord, that He would be 

pleased to make this dear sister so happy in Himself and 

enable her so to realize her true riches and inheritance in 

the Lord Jesus, and the reality of her heavenly calling, that 

she might be constrained by the love of Christ, cheerfully 

to lay down this 500 pounds at His feet.” (1: 486)



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ After 66 years of ministry, Müller died on March 9, 1898. 

§ The funeral was held the following Monday in Bristol.

§ “Tens of thousands of people reverently stood along the 

route of the simple procession; men left their workshops 

and offices, women left their elegant homes or humble 

kitchens, all seeking to pay a last token of respect.” 

(A.T. Pierson, George Müller of Bristol, 294).



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ Over one thousand children gathered for a service at the 

Orphan House No. 3. 

§ They had now lost their second father. 



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ The funeral sermon was from Hebrews 13:7-8.

§ “He fed on the Word and therefore was strong. He found 

the center of that Word in the living Person it enshrines, 

and his one ground of confidence was Jesus’ atoning work. 

Always in his own eyes weak, wretched, and vile, unworthy 

of the smallest blessing, he rested solely on the merit and 

mediation of his great High priest.” (295-296)



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ Müller often said to his congregation in their prayer 

meeting: 

”Never let enter your minds a shadow of doubt as to the 

love of the Father’s heart or the power of your Father’s 

arm.” (George Müller of Bristol, 296).



IV. Consider the Outcome of Their Way of Life

§ According to biographer Pierson: “When he started in 

1834 there were accommodations for 3,600 orphans in all 

of England and twice that many children under eight were 

in prison. Fifty years after Mr. Müller began his work, at 

least one hundred thousand orphans were cared for in 

England alone.” (George Müller of Bristol, 274)



V. Imitate Their Faith

1. Pursue the delight of communion with God every day.



“In what way shall we attain to this settled happiness of soul? How shall we learn 

to enjoy God? How obtain such an all-sufficient soul-satisfying portion in him as 

shall enable us to let go the things of this world as vain and worthless in 

comparison? I answer: this happiness is to be obtained through the study of the 

Holy Scriptures. God has therein revealed Himself unto us in the face of Jesus 

Christ. The welfare of our families, the prosperity of our business, our work and 

service for the Lord, may be considered the most important matters to be 

attended to; but, according to my judgment, the most important point to be 

attended to is this: Above all things, see to it that your souls are happy in the 

Lord…



…Other things may press upon you; the Lord’s work even may have urgent claims 

upon your attention; but I deliberately repeat, it is of supreme and paramount 

importance that you should seek, above all other things, to have your souls truly 

happy in God Himself. Day by day seek to make this the most important business 

of your life. This has been my firm and settled conviction for the last five-and-

thirty years. For the first four years after my conversion I knew not its vast 

importance; but now, after much experience, I specially commend this point to 

the notice of my younger brethren and sisters in Christ. The secret of all true 

effectual service is joy in God, and having experimental acquaintance and 

fellowship with God Himself.” (Jehovah Magnified, 40-41)



V. Imitate Their Faith

2. Pursue the honor of active service for Christ until the end. 



“On Lord’s-day evening, September 23, our beloved brother, George Müller, of 

Bristol, worshipped with us at the Tabernacle, and joined with us at the 

Communion Table. We mention this because this man of God left immediately 

after for India. He has heard the entreaties of many that, at his advanced age, he 

should not run the great risk of India; but he feels a call from the Lord, and 

therefore his face is steadfastly set for Madras. His journey remains with the Lord, 

to whom our honoured friend looks up for guidance with a childlike confidence 

seldom seen in these days of doubt.”

--Charles H. Spurgeon, The Sword and Trowel: 1883 (London: Passmore & 

Alabaster, 1883), 209. 



V. Imitate Their Faith

3. Pursue the provision of God’s grace constantly in prayer. 



“My dear Christian reader, will you not try this way? Will you not know for 

yourself, if as yet you have not known it, the preciousness and the happiness of 

this way of casting all your cares and burdens and necessities upon God? This way 

is as open to you as to me. Every one of the children of God is not called by Him 

to be engaged in such a service as that to which He has condescended to call 

me. But every one is invited and commanded to trust in the Lord, to trust in Him 

with all his heart, and to cast his burden upon Him, and to call upon Him in the 

day of trouble. Will you not do this, my dear brethren in Christ? I long that you 

may do so. I desire that you may taste the sweetness of that state of heart, in 

which, while surrounded by difficulties and necessities, you can yet be at peace, 

because you know that the living God, your Father in heaven, cares for you." (2: 168)




