
Lose All that Christ Might Become our All

7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 
Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of 
all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know 
him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may 
attain the resurrection from the dead. – Philippians 3:7-11



Remember your Leaders

“I never had in all my life so great an inlet into the Word of God as 
now; those Scriptures that I saw nothing in before, are made in this 
place and state to shine upon me; Jesus Christ also was never more 
real and apparent than now; here I have seen him and felt him 
indeed… I have had sweet sights of the forgiveness of my sins in this 
place, and of my being with Jesus in another world. I have seen of 
him here, that I am persuaded I shall never, while in this world, be 
able to express” (Bunyan, Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners, 
§321). 



Consider the Outcome of their Way of Life

“One day as I was passing into the field . . . this sentence fell upon my soul. Thy 
righteousness is in heaven. And methought, withal, I saw with the eyes of my soul 
Jesus Christ at God’s right hand; there, I say, was my righteousness; so that 
wherever I was, or whatever I was doing, God could not say of me, he wants 
[lacks] my righteousness, for that was just before him. I also saw, moreover, that it 
was not my good frame of heart that made my righteousness better, nor yet my 
bad frame that made my righteousness worse, for my righteousness was Jesus 
Christ himself, ‘The same yesterday and today and forever’ (Heb. 13:8). Now did 
my chains fall off my legs indeed. I was loosed from my afflictions and irons; my 
temptations also fled away; so that from that time those dreadful scriptures of 
God [about the unforgivable sin] left off to trouble me; now went I also home 
rejoicing for the grace and love of God” (Grace Abounding to the Chief of 
Sinners, John Bunyan, pp. 90-91). 





Imitate Their Faith

“Oh, that you and I might get into the very heart of the Word of God, and get that Word into 
ourselves! As I have seen the silkworm eat into the leaf, and consume it, so ought we to do with the 
Word of the Lord—not crawl over its surface, but eat right into it till we have taken it into our inmost 
parts. It is idle merely to let the eye glance over the words, or to recollect the poetical expressions, or 
the historic facts; but it is blessed to eat into the very soul of the Bible until, at last, you come to talk in 
Scriptural language, and your very style is fashioned upon Scripture models, and, what is better still, 
your spirit is flavored with the words of the Lord.

I would quote John Bunyan as an instance of what I mean. Read anything of his, and you will see that it 
is almost like the reading the Bible itself. He had read it till his very soul was saturated with Scripture; 
and, though his writings are charmingly full of poetry, yet he cannot give us his Pilgrim’s Progress—that 
sweetest of all prose poems — without continually making us feel and say, ‘Why, this man is a living 
Bible!’ Prick him anywhere—his blood is Bibline, the very essence of the Bible flows from him. He 
cannot speak without quoting a text, for his very soul is full of the Word of God. I commend his 
example to you, beloved” (The Autobiography of Charles H. Spurgeon, Compiled from His Letters, 
Diaries, and Records by His Wife and Private Secretary, vol. 4, 1878-1892 (Curtis & Jennings, 1900), p. 
268). 



Imitate Their Faith

“What a Fool, am I, thus to lie in a stinking dungeon, when I may as well 
walk at liberty? I have a key in my bosom called Promise, that will I am 
persuaded open any lock in Doubting-Castle. Then said Hopeful, That’s 
good news brother, pluck it out of thy bosom and try. Then Christian pulled 
it out of his bosom, and began to try at the dungeon door, whose blot, as 
he turned the Key) gave back, and the door flew open with ease and 
Christian and Hopeful both came out” (Bunyan, Pilgrim’s Progress, Banner 
of Truth, pp. 136-137). 



Imitate Their Faith

“I was made to see, that if ever I would suffer rightly, I must first pass a 
sentence of death upon everything that can properly be called a thing of this 
life, even to reckon myself, my wife, my children, my health, my enjoyments, 
and all, as dead to me, and myself as dead to them. The second was, to live 
upon God that is invisible; as Paul said in another place, the way not to faint, 
is to look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not 
seen are eternal (2 Cor. 4:18)” (Bunyan, Grace Abounding to the Chief of 
Sinners, §325). 



Imitate Their Faith

“I stood a mendicant of God before His royal throne
And begged him for one priceless gift, which I could call my own.
I took the gift from out His hand, but as I would depart
I cried, “But Lord this is a thorn and it has pierced my heart.
This is a strange, a hurtful gift, which Thou hast given me.”
He said, “My child, I give good gifts and gave My best to thee.”
I took it home and though at first the cruel thorn hurt sore,
As long years passed I learned at last to love it more and more.
I learned He never gives a thorn without this added grace,
He takes the thorn to pin aside the veil which hides His face” (Martha Snell 
Nicholson, The Thorn). 


